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COVID-19 AND MAIL 
SCREENING SAFETY 

The New England Journal of Medicine recently released a study identifying 
the lifespan of the COVID-19 virus on various surfaces. The data points to a 
lower risk of infection from mail and packages due to the virus’ shorter rate 

of survival on paper and cardboard. 

To further improve the safety of your mail screening operations, make sure 
your screeners are able to wash their hands frequently and are equipped 
with hand sanitizer whenever possible. Wipe down all surfaces between 
screener shifts. Encourage screeners and all employees to practice good 
hygiene and social distancing to support the safety of your whole 

workforce. 

STAINLESS STEEL: 72 HOURS 
COVID-19 was more stable on 
plastic and stainless steel than 
on cardboard.

CARDBOARD: 24 HOURS
On cardboard, no viable 
COVID-19 was measured 
after 24 hours.

PLASTIC: 72 HOURS
The longest viability of both 
viruses was on stainless steel 
and plastic.

AEROSOLS: 3 HOURS
COVID-19 remained viable in 
aerosols throughout the 3 
hour duration of the 
experiment.

READ MORE

Questions? Contact info@msasecurity.net

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2004973

